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Just as AutoIt had an initial purpose of automating installations and 
evolved to a full purpose scripting language, KiXtart has a very 
similar story. KiXtart was designed to focus on the job of handling 
Windows logons. As a result, doing things such as mapping printers 
and drives, checking for user group membership and working with 
the registry are made very easy with KiXtart. Again a freeware tool, 
this one comes right out of Microsoft. In the beginning it was 
provided as part of the Windows NT Resource kit, but today it is 
shared through the community sites which support it like kixtart.org, 

adminscripteditor.com and Dx21.com. 
 
While KiXtart does not require “installation” it does need a single executable to interpret 
and process KiXtart scripts (kix32.exe). It is small and can be placed on all systems or 
shared from a network location (such as NETLOGON on in your GPO right alongside 
your actual logon script).  
 
KiXtart offers a long list of built in variables, called macros. If you’ve worked with 
environment variables you get the concept—basically during the execution of a script 
there are several pre-populated variables for a good number of the things you may 
otherwise need to go and look for on your own. For example: @ADDRESS will reveal 
the value of your network card MAC address, @FULLNAME gets you the logged on 
users full name and @PRODUCTSUITE exposes the edition of Windows running on the 
local system. 
 
KiXtart is a very easy language to work with. It has no formatting restrictions so you can 
place as little or as much on one line as you wish. Since the very early days of KiXtart, 
one of its most valuable features has been its InGroup function. With a simple command 
you can check the current user’s group membership so you can base actions on it, such 
as, “If the user is in the Marketing group, map the M drive to the marketing share”. In 
KiXtart this rather complex demand of your logon script simply looks like this: 
 
If InGroup (“Marketing”) Use M: “\\MyServer\MarketingShare” EndIf 
 
In fact, for beginners KiXtart is an excellent starting language due to its simplicity and 
power. While VBScript certainly has the most examples and documentation, there are 
plenty of resources available: I’ve written the only book dedicated to the language, The 
Start to Finish Guide to Scripting with KiXtart, but there is an active community and 
years of questions and answers at KiXtart.org. This community site shares functions, 
answers to questions and more. At the same time, you’ll find hundreds of full scripts to 
use and learn from in the AdminScriptEditor.com script library. It is just as capable a 
language as VBScript, the key difference in favor of KiXtart is its long list of built in 

 



functions. With VBScript, most actions need to be handled by first creating a reference to 
a COM object and this can be far more confusing when first getting your feet wet. As an 
example, below is how you would go about displaying a registry value: 
 
In VBScript… 
 
Set WSHShell = CreateObject ("WScript.Shell") 
DoubleClickSpeed = WSHShell.RegRead ("HKCU\Control 
Panel\Mouse\DoubleClickSpeed") 
WScript.Echo DoubleClickSpeed 
 
In KiXtart… 
 
$DoubleClickSpeed = ReadValue("HKCU\Control Panel\Mouse", 
"DoubleClickSpeed") 
? $DoubleClickSpeed 
 
In the VBScript sample, you need to create an object reference and then use that function 
to read from the registry, displaying text to the console is typically handled by the built-in 
WScript object. The same task with KiXtart simply makes use of one built in function 
(which more clearly requests the path and then value name as opposed to both in one 
argument).  
 
For more information on KiXtart, including some active message board forums, visit 
http://www.kixtart.org. Give it a go and I think you’ll be surprised at how quickly you 
can catch on to this powerful Windows scripting language.   
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